
Year 5 Summer Term  Science Knowledge Organiser  

KEY QUESTION: What are forces and how do they 
affect our everyday life?  

Forces  Vocabulary 

Force mechanism direction accelerate 

gravity lever speed deaccelerate 

friction pulley shape streamlined 

Air resistance balanced Spring buoyancy 

Water           

resistance 
unbalanced stretch Float  

Surface gear Compress sink 

effect Push / pull Newton Surface area 

move change mass density 

The Shark does 

not   create 

much water             

resistance  so it 

can move 

through the     

water quickly. 

A force is a push  or a pull acting on an object . Forces change the motion of  an 

object. They will either make it start to move, speed up, slow it  down or even 

make  it stop. 

 



Activities to complete at home. Bring in your work over the next 4 weeks so it can be celebrated and shared . 

1. Create a  poster to show your understanding of forces.  Eg Forces in the playground , Ocean,  in the air 

2. Make a paper helicopter and investigate how  to make it fall faster. Record your findings.  (Ask your teacher for a template!!) 

3. Make a Pulley, lever or gear system . Take pictures or draw your design and explain how it works 

4. Research and create a fact-file about the work of scientist such as Isaac Newton and Galileo Galilei 


